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The animal paused on the threshold, 
interrogative alert, ready for flight if neccessary.
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Severn held out a hand in welcome. "Come in." [The cat accepts Severn]

"Excuse me if I seem indelicate, but I can't
help musing on this strange rose belt..."
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"...flowered                                       ...so quaintly...      and fastened...            with...     a silver clasp"

"Why is it          embroidered so?"                 "Why is this silken garter...
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"...around your famished throat". "Is it impolite             of me...                to..."

"...ask if it's owner is your...        owner        too?"
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